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McCarthy says St Marys' site
ViSIt confirms contamination

By [ REDMONT

An Apnl 24 site inspection with Mimistry of the Environment officials present confirms that
there is stll contamination at the Si Meary's sie, l:I.L."'I;;L'“I]'-il.HIE [[§] |"|EL|I||:|L‘|!'{!|LJE._1|| Councl los
Margaret Ml arthy

h-h‘:{_"aﬂh}' rracte the aLl|E1_:'_i|1u_'|r'|5 &l an .'-"'4}|'|| | & p|||:||i|_' nme[inE_ at O J.ur.l:o.- of Mount Canrmel
[—:|ﬂnlrn[ﬁ|}' School = a meeting attended |:|_'-r' bt | Mary s 'I-'I‘,_"E“—L'I'H:Ei'lijlfnt John Moror and over 300
members of the COTTmUnIty

While Moros .,u:l;nn-.ﬂedg::d the price contannalion and subsequent clean-up order was
issued |_:-_~.r the MOE back i 1998 he told the audience he belisved the Property |1-rE1-i:.-rJ1|}' held &
clean bill of health

The subsequent site inspection of the |1 50-hectare property located at the northeast comer of
10th Concession East and Milborough Townline wath Moroz, MeCarthy, three MOE olTicials and
two property neighbours told a different tale, said the Flamborough Counctllon

“Shingles in an area the size of approximately two Tootball helds were found, along with
three standard 30-gallon drums and copper wire sticking oul of the ground at various locations,”
MeCarthy told the Compass. “There were areas that had been previously marked out with stakes
and other locations that the nearby homeowners believe have matenals buried beneath (but) the
nature of those materials s unknown.™

MceCarthy noted the two area residents who jmned the site inspection were long-time neigh-
bours of the property - one having lived there for 23 years, the other for nearly 40 vears

.="u\.,:|:'~|:l|:|i|'|Eh 1o a 2004 [1|.’|1'|[11r|:__"l repon dope by David Lowndes, the property owner who first
1Ipp|1a:|_'| for the CLIATTY and :-.ul'rﬁx:qm:ﬂﬂ'_-r sold out his interests 0o 51 Marvs in 2006, “metal recy-
-::lirl_l__'. oceurred”” on the Si |"o.'1:'Lr3.-'5" Gile durn!_s_.': the 19905 As well, “swvidence of a small cravel pit
was disclosed in the south-east sector”

Lowviides” repon detailed contact with Brad Farmand., the Abatement Officer for the MOE's
Hamilton Distret OiTice, i which the MOE ofTicial Eave i detnils aboet Previous activities on
the site

It the report, planners fofed. 19905 activities ::vuh:nll:r consisted of hf11rl|'+|n5 sorap metal
and wire 1o the site for metal recyclimg. Reeveling included burming plastic coated wires 1o recoy-
er copper. This produced an ash residue. Mr Farnand advised that these activities included the
shipping of a substanuial number of truckloads of scrap metal o and from the sie ™

MeCanthy sad the long-time residents were aware of activity on the site but were in the dark
as to the nature of i

A 1996 Provincial Environmenial Services report further noted that a sodl analysis of the
property referred 1o “a grayish-brown ash and soil composite, . contmned high concentrations of
metals such as copper, iron, caleium, alummuom, zine and lead. . ash must be removed from the
site and disposed of”

In 1998, the MOE 1ssued a clean-up order and Don MacPherson Contracting Limited was
hired to clean out the waste According 1o MacPherson’s clean-up summary and mvoice, the com-
pany “ayeavated and seraped up thres areas l:lr'lc,:luu,.hllg} 59 51 wonmes (of) contamimated sml and
ash excavated and loaded (and additionaly 111 16 tonnes (of soil and) loaded B tonnes of ash-
]1|'|:-||l :?.!'un_t__‘_h:-,t'. i

While the MOE was saptished the clean-up was cmn;ﬂ&h: i 1995 h-‘li._'f'mlh}' sard the pres-
Ernce :‘:I‘}.h1n;_.=.|¢-5 and 5[1-5i]|ll‘1n tarks on the site now would imdicated ether the work wasn 't doane
10 ¢fr1T'||'r|&|inr| 10 vears ago or that the durl'l]_‘.llflg had continued after the 1998 |_'||-:ﬁ|1—u|1- wins done

“Either Way, it's urlﬁ.nhﬁt‘ﬁcl::rl'}.-_" she said. “The site 15 still contammmated ™




