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Opponents ask: will MNR consider
St Marys' application complete=

By Don BEDMORD

frer St Marys bypassed further water tests for its quarry application at 11th Concession Road
Reast and Milborough Town Lme, opponents are wondenng 1f the Mimistry of Natural
Resources will even consider the apphication to be complete.

The quarry appheants surprised both Flamborough Councillor Margaret MeCarthy and anti-
quarry group, FORCE, when they submutted their appheation directly to the MNR on January 22
without further testing of their groundwater recirculation equipment - testing the opponents say
15 @ necessity

St Marys held one contentious round of testing last summer that opponents considered
invahd due to excessive ram during the test penod

MeCarthy noted that the MNR has 20 days to review the apphcation and determine whether
or not addimonal imtormation 15 needed

However, she added that St Marys has up to two years to respond to MNR concerns before
the appheation 15 considered withdrawn,

CGraham Flint, the chair of FORCE, took the matter directly to Donna Cansfield. the Ontano
Mimster of Natural Resources, asking her to advise the commumty as to “the actual process.
timeling and procedures that your muimstry wall be using under the Aggregate Resourees Act to
review this appheanon and make this assessment (as to whether or not the appheation 15 com-
plete).”

Flint told Cansfield that when the MOE advised St Marys on October 30, 2008 “that the
results of its Phase One pumping test conducted durmg the summer of 2008, were not accept-
able™, the minstry also advised the company that it would have to redo the Phase One testing.

“The mimistry (MOE) felt that the data was not suthciently rehable to help characterize the
aguiter or to provide a baseline against which the effects of testing a proposed mitigation system
could be compared ™

T that end, Flint told Cansfield that FORCE was hoping the “review by the (MNR) be com-
prehensive and not merely an ‘mventory checklist” to ensure the presence of required docu-
ments.”

In a release, Flint further added that without proper groundwater recirculation tests in place,
he believes that neither Hamilton nor Halton will be able to 1ssue St Marys the official plan
amendments needed to proceed.

“Accurate hydrogeology work 15 entically important to ws.” he said. “In our area, ground-
water 15 the only source ot potable water,”™

On the Halten end, Milten Councillor Jan Mowbray recently approached local
Conservatives MPPs looking for support agamnst the guarry appheation.

In a letter to Burlington MPP Joyce Savoline and Halton MPP Ted Chudlenzh, Mowbray said
their voices were needed at Queen’s Park

“For several years now residents of Flamborough and Campbellville have been opposmg the
apphcation by St Marv’s Cement for a quarry in Flamborough rnight on the Milton border,” sid
Mobray in her cormrespondence

“The potential mpacts are well estab-
lished. not the least of wiich 15 a well-known
two-vear recharge rate tor the underground
water flow.  Notwithstanding the provineial
government’s Source Water Protection Act
designed to protect donking water sources,
the apphication has met no resistance from the
provincial Liberals.  Despite the Liberal’s
CGreenbelt Protection Act that said no new
aggregate development 15 to be perrmtted
key natural hentage features or key hydrolog-
e features, the application continues to hang
over the heads of Campbellville and
Flamborough residents.”

Mowbray added that while NDP party
leader hopeful Andrea Horwath spoke to the
1ssue late last vear, she was hoping the
Conservatives would turn up the heat. as well,

“When | attended the Queen’s Park ses-
sion at which Andrea Horvath spoke in the fall
of last yvear, there was no comment from any
of the other parties - other than the mane rhet-
one from the Liberals. We need your voices
to be heard We all need to come together to
raise alarm bells about the threat to the under-
ground water system in this lighly vulnerable
ared.

Jan Mowbray
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Premier stand on economy
too littie, too late, says MPP

alton MPP Ted Chudleigh was stopped in his track on January 30 after heaning Premier

Dalton MeGuinty acknowledge the senousness of the faltening economy.

“The usually paternahstic and partisan McGuinty 15 now callmyg for business-fnendly pohi-
cles and cooperation with other parties™ asked Chudleigh, also the Conservative Economic
Development and Trade Crtic

“He sounds hike a Progressive Conservabive.” smd Chodlewgh, “which 15 a good thing except
that hss conversion 15 about a vear and halt overdue. Frankly, this economic epiphany 1s way too
late.™

“He 15 all of a sudden concerned with compehtiveness, red tape, and restraint? Are yvou kid-
ding me?” sard Chudleigh i exasperation, “These are exactly the things we have been scream-
g about for months. Dav after day we told lim to beed the economic warmng signs and he just
smiled and called us pessimistic. Now our economy 15 10 the toilet.
Good gref!™

“MeGuinty now says we need to make “hundamental changes,™
sand Chudleigh. “Well, we actually needed to do that a long time ago.
Instead. this government has stubbomly stuck by the same failing
economic plan since the election in 2007, Try to find something new
that came out of the Mimstry of Econormie Development 1n the past
year. besides the meaningless cabinet shuftle. You won’t. Not one
new program or major adjustment Isn't that crazy? The biggest eco-
nomic ¢rsis i oa wenerabon and the Liberals did nothing! 1f
MeGuinty really wants to make an effective change he should
resign”

“And when McGuinty sard we can’t sustain our current standard
of hfe unleéss we ‘come together’ T nearly fell off my chair,” said
Chudlesgh. “This from the man who has shit out opposition sugges-
tions and amendments, who has offered nothing but phoney, partisan
debate on the economy, who has ignored expert advice time and
agaim., and who has routinely played polities mstead of dealing with
the 1ssues, [ simply have no faith in the sincenty of his statements. ™

Ted Chudleigh



