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Flamborough Councillor Margaret McCarthy, back to camera, shows a piece of scrap metal to 5t Marys vice-prasident John Moroz, at
the podium, during the meeting on April 16 at Our Lody of Mount Carmel elemantary school, claiming the copper was found on the

propased quarry site,

PHETO BY STUART SERVIC

Flamhorough councillor says St Marys' site contaminated

By STUART SERVICE
lamborough Councillor Margaret

MeCarthy confronted 8t Marys Cement
vice president John Moroz at an Apnl 16 pub-
lic meeting, alleging that there were contami-
nants on the 158-hectare proposed quarry site.
located northwest of |1th Concession and
Milburough Townline.

McCarthy read documents describing an
investigation by Ontano’s Mimstry of the
Environment (MOE) of the proposed quarry
site dunng the 1990s. which “evidently con-
sisted of shipping scrap metal and wire to the
site for metal recycling.” she said to Moroz as
he stood at a podium before more than 350
area residents al Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Catholic  Elementary School “Recycling
included burming plastic-coated wires to recov-
er copper.”

The document found the property to have
a “greyish brown ash and soil composite that
contarned high concentration of metals such as
copper. 1ron. calciwwm, aluminum, zinc and
lead ™

While McCarthy says a cleanup order was
issued by the MOE in 1996, there were “huge
gaps” in documenting the completed result in
1998, “Did you know it was a contaminated
site?” MeCarthy asked

“I was aware that 1t was a contaminated
site.” Moroz replied “When (former quarry
proponent) Lowndes purchased the property,
they did an emvironmental assessment of the
property. They did 1dentify some issues that |
don’t know tonight exactly what they were
But they cleaned those up and the matenial was
dealt with properly and the MOE has issued o
certificate of clearance for that property ™

“One more thing, you say it’s cleaned up,
the scrap metal. Can vou just hang on a sec-
ond?™ McCarthy said. reaching into a bag and
holding up chunk of copper

“It's nod,” she comtinued. “All of the MOE
people, please, lel’s wo oul and take a look 1711
aive you the coordmates of where this metal,
this copper, is on site. It's there nght now and
I really want it looked afier”

“We would appreciate cefting that nfor-
mation and we'll clean it up as soon as possi-
ble,” Moroz sad

I give vou a bag full of information,”
Mc(_'anh}' sald hefore an eruption ol :1]_:[_1].’1|L:i|2

MaCarthy told the Compass after the
meeting that neighbours of the property were
in the process of filing aMidavis with her At
least one neighbour claims the property wasa
dumping ground for barrels of PCBs, septic
tanks, lengths of copper wire and old shingles

Another big surprise that night came from
comments by the Ontario Ministry of the
Environment West Central Regional director
Bl Bardswick, who cautioned the audience
that the mmsirys authonty 1o refuse the
FTTW (permil to take water ) apphication by St
Marys i3 limited

“lust 10 be ¢lear in terms of us approving
this test, that 1n no WHY MEans we endorse the
quarey,” Bardswick said “1 just want 1o tell
You we have the same concerns for the Cuarmy
[Don't feel hke there's no one oul there waich-
g for you = that's our job and we're going 1o
do that job "

Ina rare move by the MOE, Bardswick
sandd the permit 10 take water filed by 51 Marys
was posted on the Ministry’s website, “because
of the concemns that have been raised nbowt the
application ™ He added that previous pumping
tests conducted by the company in 2004, “did-
't quite eut it m terms of providing informa-
Ton 10 give us a level of confidence as 1o what
soes on when pumpmg water ™

Groham Flint, char of Friends of Rural
Communities and the Environment (FORCE),
sard St Marys” PTTW wall test the teeth of new

legislanon tabled by the provincial goveri-
mient

“There s no Plan B for this community 1
our water system gets impacted,” Flint said
“Even if we could wail the years it would toke
1o the engmeenng and planming and construc-
tion work to attempt to bring a pipe up from,
say, Waterdown, the Greenbell plan prevents
us from bringing o lake-based svstem 1o this
area. We are di,:j'u,:m!&nt upon ihat nqlulEJ and
that water supply ™

Flint showed diagrams of the two-year
travel tme taken by water before reaching
Carlisle wells

“The Clean Water Act is supposed to pro-
tect wellhead protection areas,” he said  “An
expert committee commissioned by the
Ministry of the Environment in charge of cre-
ating a threat-assessment framework recom-
mended that no new quarries should be
allowed wathin a five-vear trme of travel
hetween well prolection zones because of the
nisk of transporting those contaminants from
quarries 1o those wells,"” he sad

“Look at the JJI'.'I:_:THI“ one more ime
That's a two-vear time of travel, not five ”

Flint sad 12 7-millson-litres-per-day scale
of the PTTW over more than 20 days could
amount 1o o maximum of 254 million litres
1$c|ru_.1. pull‘lpL’il

“The application requests 1o lest an
UNProven gro ndwater recireulation system,”
he sawd “There's no reason why our commiuni-
v should be forced to act as test subjects for
ths experiment”

MeCanthy said the crowd of more than
350 mostly Flamborough residents wall triple
in size a5 neighbounng municipaliies learn
more about the water implications

"[":\.r_'r}' document thal comes oul with new
mmapping clearly puts the issues of water in the
Halton area,” she said




